
NDRI is a trusted global leader and a reliable 
source for high-quality human biospecimens

Our multidisciplinary team provides customized human 
biospecimens from all body systems for small to large-scale 
projects with varying degrees of complexity. Benefits of 
working with NDRI include: 

■   Over 35-years of mission-driven history and success
■   Scientific and technical expertise
■   Extensive nationwide network of suppliers
■   24/7/365 availability of highly qualified consultative 

support experts
■   On-site logistics capabilities
■   Accreditation by the College of American 

Pathologists (CAP)
■   Decades-long funding collaboration with the 

National Institutes of Health (NIH)
■   Consistent citation in over 150 peer-reviewed 

scientific publications annually

NDRI is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation and
relies on support from the generosity of donors.

8 Penn Center, 1628 JFK Boulevard, 15th Floor
Philadelphia, PA  19103    800-222-6374
www.ndriresource.org

For more info, contact:
Gene Kopen, PhD
Senior Vice President, Strategic Initiatives
gkopen@ndriresource.org  

A Valued Partner 
For Military 

Medical Research

Challenges associated with access to 
human biological material for research

Medical research supported by the DoD is 
multi-variate, and spans many platforms from 
translational studies to basic science. This 
research is challenging for numerous reasons, but 
lack of biological material resources necessary to 
conduct and validate this impactful research is a 
significant impediment to advancing critical DoD 
medical research.



The first step to obtaining high-quality human 
biospecimens is identifying an established network 
of tissue source sites with the capabilities to 
perform donor identification within the civilian 
population and the surgical recovery of organs and 
tissues for research studies.

NDRI provides a comprehensive suite of services 
through our nationwide network of partners that 
operate organ, tissue, and eye banking operations. 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) mandate that US medical centers refer all 
acute deaths to these entities for organ, tissue, and 
eye donation screening activities. 

We review pertinent medical records for 
the death referrals, and match authorized 
research donors that have documented history of 
medical conditions and/ or diseases to specific 
research protocols. 

Meeting the needs of DoD researchers 
with high-quality human biospecimens

Our tissue source sites cover all major geographic 
catchment areas in the US, thereby maximizing the 
number and type of potential donors available to 
support DoD research. It is through this capability 
that NDRI provides access to a wide range of donor 
demographics, and the full spectrum of donors with 
disease states or conditions including:

■ blunt force trauma/ TBI
■ HIV/ Hepatitis 
■ ALS/ Parkinson's disease 
■ substance abuse
■ hearing and vision loss
■ thermal burns 
■ environmental exposures

NDRI also has experience working with sponsors 
from the DoD and Department of Veterans A�airs to 
build and manage registries of patients diagnosed 
with ALS and PTSD. NDRI collaborates with these 
military stakeholders to identify eligible patients, 
obtain consent for research donation, and coordi-
nate the logistics of organ and tissue recovery. This 
service o�ering enhances NDRI’s capacity and 
contribution to military-funded research.

Propelling DoD Research

NDRI has the infrastructure and capacity to 
accelerate military medical research aims by 
serving as a consistent source of biological 
materials collected and preserved using 
standardized methods. NDRI can provide tissues 
from all body systems, including: 

■ Muscular
■ Nervous system/ CNS
■ Ocular
■ Respiratory
■ Reproductive
■ Skeletal
■ Skin

NDRI aids DoD and extramural medical 
investigators by providing scientific expertise and 
guidance on best practices for biospecimen 
applications and preservations, as well as assistance 
with negotiating regulatory requirements. 




