
Baby Thomas’ life was short, but thanks to his parent’s commitment to 
sharing hope with others through eye and organ donation for research,  
his legacy continues. This donation provided immeasurable meaning for 
both his family and those who will benefit from the resulting advances.

Three months into pregnancy with identical twin boys, Callum and Thomas, Sarah and 
Ross Gray of Washington, D.C., learned the devastating news that Thomas suffered from 
anencephaly, a neural tube defect that affects normal formation of the brain and bones  
of the skull. Although Callum was fine, Thomas would not survive.

Tissue donation for research adds  
‘layer of meaning’ to infant’s life
     A mother’s story…

Continued on page 3
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THIS YEAR MARKS THE 35TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF THE NATIONAL DISEASE RESEARCH 
INTERCHANGE (NDRI ) .  Founded and launched by Lee 
Ducat, in 1980, with a commitment to support the acceleration 
of diabetes-related research, NDRI’s expertise and services 
quickly expanded to support the efforts of scientists investi-
gating a broad spectrum of diseases and disabilities. There is 
no doubt that access to human biospecimens through NDRI 
has contributed to a multitude of scientific advancements.

On a daily basis, NDRI interacts with scientists in academic, 
corporate and independent research institutions from across 
the world. NDRI staff collaborate with scientists to define their 
precise human tissue needs and coordinate the most expedi-
ent match through our network of outstanding partners rep-
resenting organ procurement organizations, eye banks, tissue 
banks and hospital surgical sites. It is critical to acknowledge 
that the work of NDRI and our tissue procurement partners 
would simply not be possible without the selfless generosity 
of organ and tissue donors and their families. 

Speaking of donors, a study out of University of Michigan 
and Michigan State University published in JAMA this winter 
indicates that most Americans would be willing to donate 
samples of body tissue for use in research, with 68 percent 
saying they would donate tissue samples to a biobank for use 
in any future research without additional consent. However, 
the study suggests their willingness drops when they’re told 
about possible morally charged uses of their specimens. 
The question of blanket consents versus those involving 
specific research studies in which the tissue may be used is a 
conundrum to be carefully considered. The link to this study 
is http://media.jamanetwork.com/releases/jama01272015/ 

Biomedical research has grown increasingly sophisticated 
over the past 35 years. NDRI has been at the forefront of 
responding to the changing needs of biomedical research. 
For example: 

¡ In 2015, NDRI will be completing work as the lead human 
tissue provider for the National Institute of Health’s 
Genotype Tissue Expression (GTEx) project. The biospeci-
men collection resulting from NDRI’s contributions to the 
GTEx project will impact scientific discovery for decades 
to come. Through 2014, as part of GTEx, NDRI recovered 
biospecimens from 498 post mortem donors, and collect-
ed more than 54,000 biospecimens. The GTEx Portal is an 

access point to a virtual database that provides options 
to select search engines for gene expression profiles and 
expression quantitative trait loci (eQTls). The portal also 
offers a searchable browser for eQTL genomes. All biospec-
imen expression data is coupled to the donors phenotypic 
data and is being made available, at no cost, to approved 
researchers. A limited view of the data is accessible without 
registration; however, full researcher access is contingent 
on registration and approval. To access the GTEx portal log 
on to http://gtexportal.org/home/

¡ NDRI is proud to have recently embarked on a partnership 
with the Henry Jackson Foundation for the Advancement of 
Military Medicine. Through this partnership, NDRI will serve 
as the lead procurement partner for neurological tissue 
critical to advancement of desperately needed research on 
traumatic brain injury (TBI) among U.S. veterans.

¡ NDRI makes significant contributions to other neurological 
research efforts through our program to procure and dis-
tribute dorsal root ganglia (DRGs) and  two separate efforts 
leading the procurement of neurological tissue to support 
research on amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) sponsored 
by the Boston Department of Veterans Affairs and the U.S. 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry.

It is a privilege and honor to lead NDRI and to interact on a 
daily basis with our outstanding staff, our committed Board of 
Directors, and our many partners across the federal govern-
ment, pharmaceutical and biotechnology sectors, academic 
health centers and philanthropy. I look forward to keeping 
you informed of, and encouraging your participation in, activi-
ties we are planning in celebration of our 35th anniversary.

We’re just getting started!

BILL LEINWEBER
President & CEO 
National Disease Research Interchange

From NDRI’s President and CEO
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The Grays used the remainder of the pregnancy to research organ donation, with 
the hope of bringing something good of an otherwise unimaginable heartbreak.

Thomas’ organs, eyes and tissues would likely be too small for 
transplant, they were told, but the couple was encouraged to 
learn that another equally promising option existed — tissue 
donation for research. Their son could help researchers discover 
causes and cures that could benefit thousands. 

Thomas’ life had new purpose!

“Research is such a great option—an equally needed and 
important option—not a second-best,” Sarah Gray said.

The boys were born March 23, 2010. Thomas died at home six 
days later.

With the help of the Gray’s local organ procurement organization, 
Washington Regional Transplant Community, and a referral from 
Old Dominion Eye Foundation, NDRI placed Thomas’ corneas 
with James Zieske, Ph.D., of Harvard University’s Schepens Eye 
Research Institute, and his retinas with Arupa Ganguly, Ph.D., a 
medical geneticist at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Mother on a mission

Sarah was curious to learn about the study that involved Thomas’ 
corneas. While in Boston at a business convention, only a short 
distance from Harvard where she knew they had been placed, 
Sarah took a chance. She called and was offered a tour of the facility and the 
opportunity to meet the researchers who received Thomas’ eyes from NDRI.

“They told me they only get about 10 infant corneas a year and would request 
more if only they could,” Sarah remembers. “Infant eyes are worth their weight 
in gold, the researchers told me, because of their potential to regenerate. In 
fact, they said they were likely still using my son’s cells while I was there in the 
building! It was so healing.”

“My son’s life was relevant not just to my family, but to the larger community. 
Thomas is changing medical history,” says his mother proudly.

Encouraged by her success in connecting with the cornea team at Harvard, 
Sarah wrote to the University of Pennsylvania asking about the retina study in 
which Thomas was involved. Within two days she had a personal response from 
Dr. Ganguly, who explained she had been studying retinoblastoma for six years 
and had access to cancerous tissue, but needed healthy retina from a child for 
comparison. Earlier this spring, the Grays had the opportunity to meet that team 
in person.

“She told me my son’s retina was the only suitable child’s tissue she had ever 
had access to in six years!” Sarah recalls of a conversation she shared with 
the researcher. “She said they even saved some of the tissue because it is so 
precious they don’t know when they’ll get more.”

A mother’s story continued
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“Sarah and Ross Grays’ 
selfless gift to tissue 
research epitomizes the 
mission of NDRI throughout 
its 35-year history – linking 
researchers with desperately 
needed tissues and organs 
in pursuit of scientific 
advancement. They are 
strong, effective advocates 
for donation to research, 
and their uplifting story 
underscores the power of 
partnership fostered by 
NDRI.” 

BILL LEINWEBER
President & CEO, NDRI

Continued on page 4

ROSS AND SARAH GRAY WITH SON CALLUM



A mother’s story continued

As a volunteer, and now as director of marketing and public affairs for the 
American Association of Tissue Banks—one of NDRI’s partner organizations—
Sarah continues to work tirelessly to educate others about the potential of 
donation for research. She has compiled a file of all of the correspondence 
regarding how Thomas’ tissue and organs were used and plans to one day pass 
it down to Callum, to show his brother’s role in medical history.

A visit to NDRI – a final piece in the donation journey

To round out that file, the Grays also wanted to meet the NDRI team to learn 
more about the organization that plays a critical role in linking donors to 
researchers. On March 23—the twins’ 5th birthday—the family traveled to 
Philadelphia to tour the NDRI headquarters, accompanied by the Philadelphia 
Inquirer’s Pultizer Prize winning journalist Mike Vitez. Philadelphia’s NPR affiliate 
WHYY also covered the Grays’ visit to Philadelphia. 

Sarah’s poignant story deeply touched NDRI staff members, grateful for 
the opportunity to hear, firsthand, how their work made a difference. After 
personally introducing herself and saying thank you to each NDRI staff member, 
Sarah presented Bill Leinweber with a photo of Thomas bearing the inscription…

“This photograph of Thomas Ethan Gray was presented by his family to the 
National Disease Research Interchange upon their visit on March 23, 2015. 
Thomas was born March 23, 2010, and died of anencephaly on March 29, 2010. 
His retinas and corneas were donated through the National Disease Research 
Interchange to the University of Pennsylvania and Schephens Eye Research 
Institute for Research.

This photograph serves to honor all deceased donors, their families, and the 
tireless NDRI staff whose extraordinary work contributes to medical advances 
that take place all over the world. ”

In return, to celebrate Callum’s big day, the NDRI team presented him with an 
NDRI teeshirt and paid special attention to the adorable young ambassador for 
organ and tissue donation for research.

“I’m so grateful to NDRI,” says Sarah. “Our donation added a layer of meaning to 
Thomas’ life. They made this possible.” ¤

A mother’s  
words of wisdom: 

“Bereaved families need a way to find 
hope in the midst of a crisis,” Sarah 
reflects. “Researchers need tissue in 
order to advance medicine and science. 
I’d like to help facilitate conversation and 
understanding between the two groups — 
we need each other.”

Based on her own journey, Sarah Gray 
shares some hard-earned wisdom to help 
families and researchers better understand 
one another:

She suggests to researchers:  

¡ If you are so inclined, write a letter to 
your donor family through NDRI. Don’t 
be afraid to say ‘thank you,’ and this 
donation is making a difference here.

¡ Don’t feel guilty about using the tissue. 
It helped me to know that my son’s short 
life had meaning and that his donation 
found a home. 

¡ I would encourage the use of the term 
‘deceased donor,’ instead of ‘cadaver’. 
Cadaver has a negative connotation; 
donor a positive one.

And to families, she says:

¡ Donation for research is in absolutely no 
way inferior to transplant. I had transplant 
envy until I learned the powerful way 
my son could contribute to research. I 
can only tell you how much peace this 
decision brought my family and how it has 
accelerated our healing. ¤
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“My son’s life was relevant not just to 
my family, but to the larger community. 
Thomas is changing medical history.”

 SARAH GRAY 

“ We need 
each other”

http://www.ndriresource.org
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NDRI marks 35 years of advancing biospecimen research

NDRI will commemorate the organization’s  
35-year anniversary with two prestigious  
events on October 30, 2015 at the Union League 
of Philadelphia. 

Thomas R. Insel, MD, director of the National 
Institute of Mental Health (NIMH), will  
be the keynote speaker at a symposium,  
From Donation to Discovery – The Critical Role 
of Human Tissue in Research. NIMH is the 
component of the National Institutes of Health 
charged with generating the knowledge needed 
to understand, treat and prevent mental 
disorders. Dr. Insel’s tenure at NIMH has been 
distinguished by groundbreaking findings in  
the role of genetics in mental illness, autism 

research and practical clinical trials. His 
keynote address will speak to the role of  
human tissue in advancing the nation’s brain 
research initiatives.

The symposium will also feature three  
insightful panel discussions by scientists,  
patient advocates, bioethicists and leaders 
from organ and tissue procurement organiza-
tions discussing the role of human tissue  
in breakthrough advances for treatment  
of common and rare diseases, as well as the 
challenges and opportunities of targeting the 
procurement of specific tissue to accelerate  
research. The symposium will take place  
on October 30, 2015 from 9am - 3pm. 

Later that evening, the inaugural D. Walter 
Cohen, DDS, Service to Science Award will  
be presented to the award’s namesake,  
NDRI Chairman Emeritus Walter Cohen, at a 
celebration dinner, also at the Union League 
Club. Dr. Cohen’s leadership and dedication 
have been constant throughout the history 
of the organization, and his commitment 
and passion for NDRI parallel his decades-
long professional and personal commitment 
and service to the advancement of science. 
Proceeds from the dinner will support the 
mission and work of NDRI. ¤

Keynote Speaker: 

THOMAS R. INSEL, MD

Director, National Institutes 
of Mental Health

National Institutes of Health

D. Walter Cohen, DDS,  
Service to Science  
Awardee: 

D. WALTER COHEN, DDS 

NDRI Chairman Emeritus

Look for more 
information on NDRI’s 
35th anniversary 
symposium and 
recognition dinner at 
www.ndriresource.org.

OCTOBER 30, 2015   |   Philadelphia

http://www.ndriresource.org


Through 2014, as part of GTEx, 
NDRI recovered biospecimens 
from 498 post mortem donors, 
including 345 solid organ and 153 
brain tissue donors, and collected 
more than 54,000 biospecimens, 
averaging 101 aliquots of 26 tissue 
types per donor.

NDRI’s average tissue type per donor was 
26, with an average post mortem interval  
to preservation of seven hours and four 
minutes for organ donors, and 18 hours 
and one minute for tissue donors. More 
than 96 percent of the biospecimens pro-
cured by NDRI were pathologically vali-
dated and accepted into inventory by the 
Biorepositories and Biospecimen Research 
Branch of the National Cancer Institute’s 
Cancer Human Biobank (caHUB).

Multiple frozen tissue types from 
single donors
“Based on our successful implementation 
of GTEx, NDRI has now been invited to 
participate in another project with  
wide demand for tissues,” announces  
Jeffrey Thomas, Vice President, Strategic 
Initiatives, NDRI.

NDRI will serve as one of only two 
biospecimen source sites for the 
ENCyclopedia of DNA Elements (ENCODE) 
project. ENCODE will greatly expand 
recovery efforts and address researchers’ 
demands for larger quantities of multiple 
frozen tissue types from single donors.

Over the last four years,  
NDRI has emerged  

as the leading human  
tissue provider for  

the NIH funded Genotype 
Tissue Expression  

(GTEx) project.

NDRI’s success as GTEx  
biospecimen source leads to  
invitation as ENCODE participant

6   |  www.ndriresource.org

http://www.ndriresource.org


ENCODE is an international collaboration 
of research groups funded by the National 
Human Genome Research Institute to 
build a comprehensive list of functional 
elements in the human genome. ENCODE 
has studied blood samples since 2003 and 
is now expanding to multiple frozen tissues 
from single donors. The goal is to include 
elements that act at the protein and RNA 
levels, as well as regulatory elements that 
control cells and circumstances in which  
a gene is active.

NDRI will collect larger numbers of  
high-quality, non-diseased tissues—up 
to 28 types per donor—from a minimum 
of four post mortem donors in the early 
months of 2015, allowing ENCODE to 
develop and test new methodologies for 
the generation of genomic data. 

Among the unique aspects of ENCODE 
are the frozen samples NDRI will 
provide, which allow the preservation 
of larger specimens of multiple tissue 
types with minimal degradation in key 
macromolecules.

NDRI/Gift of Life ENCODE partners
Philadelphia-based Gift of Life Donor 
Program (GLDP) will serve as NDRI’s 
organ procurement organization (OPO)  
partner for ENCODE, offering GTEx-eligible 
families interested in tissue donation 
the opportunity to further help advance 
research through participation in ENCODE. 
GLDP was NDRI’s first OPO partner when 
the organization was founded in 1980.

“Through the success of GTEx, the 
infrastructure is in place to provide even 
more samples to help scientists answer 
questions,” says Richard Hasz, Vice 
President of Clinical Services for GLDP.  
“This continuation of a 35-year partnership 
between NDRI and GLDP offers another 
opportunity to advance science and gives 
donor families the opportunity to create an 
additional legacy for their loved ones.” 

“The data clearly exemplify NDRI’s ability 
to perform according to GTEx project 
specifications,” said John T. Lonsdale, 
PhD, NDRI’s Vice President, Partnership 
Development, who adds that this highly 
successful and promising ENCODE 
project by the National Human Genome 
Institute will lead to greater clarity and 
understanding of DNA in humans. 

“Never have researchers had access to 
such a wide range and significant number 
of human frozen tissues,” Dr. Lonsdale 
continued. “ENCODE will have a massive 
impact on health care across many 
diseases down the road.” ¤
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“This continuation of a 35-year partnership between 
NDRI and GLDP offers another opportunity to advance 
science and gives donor families the opportunity to 
create an additional legacy for their loved ones.”
RICHARD HASZ 
Vice President, Clinical Services, Gift of Life Donor Program

“Never have 
researchers had 
access to such a 
wide range and 
significant number 
of human frozen 
tissues. ENCODE 
will have a massive 
impact on health 
care across many 
diseases down  
the road.”
JOHN T. LONSDALE, PHD
Vice President, Partnership 
Development, NDRI



A new rare disease collaboration between NDRI and the New York City-based 
Children’s Tumor Foundation (CTF), promises new hope for the millions 
worldwide living with the debilitating and painful effects of the genetic 
condition, neurofibromatosis (NF). 

Pamela Knight, Clinical Program Manager for CTF, says that when parents learn that their child is 
affected with NF, their first questions are always, How will this affect my child? and Are there any 
treatments available? 

Unfortunately, Knight says, the answers available today are not very reassuring. Especially in the 
case of one of the forms of NF, better known as NF1, since how it will affect a person is nearly 
impossible to predict. Treatments don’t yet exist, but CTF is recognized as a leader in the fight 
against NF.

“Partnership 
such as this will 
make it possible 
for parents and 
people living  
with NF1 to have 
a real hope of 
seeing effective 
treatment in  
their lifetimes.”

 PAMELA KNIGHT
 Clinical Program Manager
 Children’s Tumor Foundation

NDRI welcomes Children’s Tumor 
Foundation to rare disease alliance
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NF1 can cause symptoms ranging from barely 
noticeable pigmented areas on the skin, to 
painful tumors that not only can’t be removed 
by surgery, but could even be fatal. Because 
it is a rare condition (affecting 1 in 3,000), CTF 
identified that the lack of tissue availability 
was a real roadblock to advancing scientific 
discoveries and, hence, treatments. 

CTF is committed to make research tools 
available to all qualified researchers so that 
therapies will emerge. 

“One way we saw to do this was for CTF to serve 
as a resource by maintaining a ready source of 
NF1 tissues in a central biobank,” she explains. 
“But acquiring these tissues proved very 
difficult. Layers of bureaucracy make it difficult 
to share NF1-related tissue among different 
laboratories, and researchers were reluctant 
to part with their samples, making it hard to 
compare results from lab to lab. 

“The low supply and high demand for NF1 
tissues resulted in a frustrating situation,” 
Knight continues. “We heard more than one 
tale of researchers who had developed a 
promising new approach to treatment, but 
could not obtain the necessary materials for 
testing it. At the same time, CTF received call 
after call from NF1 patients who wanted to 
donate to NF research. It was heartbreaking to 
have to tell them that there was no real way to 
fulfill their generous last wishes. Perhaps the 
hospital where they were treated would accept 
the donation, but other than that, there really 
was nothing we could offer them.”

Clearly, a neutral party was needed to match 
up these complementary needs, so CTF took 
action. They contacted NDRI to put a plan in 
place, and NDRI made the first post mortem 
collection for this project in November 2014. 

Knight says the donor family was very grateful 
to make this one last contribution to NF1 
research, which they had supported in other 
ways for many years.

“Being able to make NF1 tissues available 
through a biobank will accelerate research 
in NF1, and it could not have been achieved 
without NDRI as a resource,” says Knight. 

“Partnership such as this will make it possible 
for parents and people living with NF1 to have a 
real hope of seeing effective treatment in their 
lifetimes.” ¤
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National 
Rare Disease 
Partnership 
advances 
research

In 2006, NDRI launched the National Rare Disease Partnership 
(NRDP) of Voluntary Health Organizations (VHO) that advocate 
for research into specific rare diseases. VHOs, such as Children’s 
Tumor Foundation, provide important links between patients 
with rare diseases and researchers of those disorders. Many 
individuals with rare diseases are more than willing to donate 
following surgery, or after death, as a way of furthering research 
on the rare diseases they have. 

Through this new alliance, NDRI will provide post mortem tissue 
recovery services for CTF-registered donors for recovery of:

¡ Whole brain with brain stem
¡ Full thickness skin
¡ Blood
¡ Plexiform tumors
¡ Two en-block spine sections 

To learn more about the NDRI National Rare 
Disease Biospecimen Alliance, contact John 
Lonsdale, PhD, at raredisease@ndriresource.org.

mailto:raredisease@ndriresource.org


 

 
The NDRI Board of Directors convened for their fall meeting on  
October 28, 2014. Board Chairman, Meenhard Herlyn, DVM, DSc,  
hosted the meeting at the newly dedicated Robert and Penny Fox  
Tower at The Wistar Institute in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

The business meeting of the board 
included a report on the financial 
performance of NDRI through September 
2014 and discussion regarding the 
timeline for development, review and 
approval of a 2015 operating budget for 
the organization. Three individuals were 
elected as members of the NDRI Board 
of Directors. Information on the newly 
elected members is on page 11 of this 
issue of Research Nexus.

Board members received an update on 
the political environment in Washington, 
DC and discussed implications on federal 
funding for biomedical research. Beth 
Halpern, JD, Partner at Hogan Lovells, 
LLP shared her insight on how various 
outcomes of the mid-term elections 
might impact action on research funding 
at the federal level.

Howard Nathan, President and CEO 
of the Gift of Life Donor Program in 
Philadelphia, and a member of the NDRI 
Board of Directors, provided an overview 
of how organ procurement organizations 

(OPOs) function. Nathan’s presentation 
stressed the importance of strong 
relationships between NDRI and OPOs 
around the country.

David Hill, PhD, Executive Director for 
Pharmacology and External Partnerships 
with Merck, discussed the status of 
the use of human tissue and other 
biospecimens in industry supported 
biomedical research. Dr. Hill shared that 
the size and complexity of many large 
pharmaceutical companies are such that 
centralized or sole-source providers of 
human tissue are neither practical nor 
desirable. He acknowledged that the 
industry’s often fragmented approach 
to working with organizations that 
supply human tissue and biospecimens 
presents both opportunity and challenge 
to NDRI.

Daniel Perl, MD, Director, Neuropathology 
Core, Center for Neuroscience and 
Regenerative Medicine at the Uniformed 
Services University of the Health 
Sciences (USUHS), provided an overview 

of his organization’s goals to support 
advancement of neurological research 
through the development of a brain 
repository. Dr. Perl’s presentation 
highlighted just how little is known and 
understood about traumatic brain injury 
(TBI), as well as, the enormous human 
and economic impact of TBI on enlisted 
service members. 

Senior NDRI staff provided an overview 
and led discussion on the status of 
various NDRI initiatives including the 
Human Tissues and Organs for Research 
Resource program, the Genotype Tissue-
Expression (GTEx) project, the LungMAP 
initiative, the Joslin Medalist Program, 
a new initiative with the Children’s 
Tumor Foundation, and two ALS-related 
initiatives.

The NDRI Board convened for dinner  
on the evening prior to the board 
meeting. At the dinner, Dr. Laura Siminoff, 
Dean, College of Public Health, Temple 
University, provided an overview of a 
sub-study of the GTEx project focused  
on the ethical, legal and social 
implications of informed consent. 
Dr. Siminoff serves as the Primary 
Investigator for this study. ¤

B O A R D  U P D A T E    >

Fall 2014 NDRI 
Board of Directors meeting
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NDRI elects new directors to Board

Three new members have been elected to the NDRI 
Board of Directors. Lending their expertise to the nation’s 
leading source of human tissues, cells and organs 
for scientific research are financial experts Robert J. 
Marcantuono, Vice President of Accounting for University 
City Science Center, and Jessica F. Mulholland, Chief 
Financial Officer and Controller for eXude, Inc., both of 
Philadelphia; as well as former National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) scientist Jim B. Vaught, PhD, of Kensington, 
Maryland.

“Dr. Vaught’s world-renowned biobanking expertise 
rounds out the exceptional scientific advisory capacity of our board, while 
the financial knowledge that Mr. Marcantuono and Ms. Mulholland bring to 
the table will be invaluable in fiscally strengthening NDRI to advance medical 
research through organ, tissue and cell donation,” says Board Chairman 
Meenhard Herlyn, DVM, DSc, of The Wistar Institute.

Robert J. Marcantuono
Marcantuono, a CPA with his MBA from Temple’s Fox School of Business, 
brings a command of auditing, budgeting, risk management and cash and 
investment to NDRI through his work with University City Science Center, 
the nation’s largest urban research park, which accelerates technology 
commercialization, economic development and the market availability of  
life-enhancing scientific breakthroughs. 

Jessica F. Mulholland
Through her work overseeing financial controls, reporting and compliance 
for the privately held employee benefit consulting firm eXude, located in 
Philadelphia, Mulholland, a Penn State alumna, offers NDRI expertise in 
financial planning and analysis, financial reporting, process improvements 
and financial controls. 

Jim B. Vaught, PhD
Vaught spent 14 years with the National Cancer Institute (NCI), most recently 
serving as chief of the Biorepositories and Biospecimen Research Branch 
in the cancer diagnosis program of the NIH. He now serves as a biobanking 
consultant to NCI and is president-elect of the International Society for 
Biological & Environmental Repositories (ISBER). He served on review 
panels for the Genome Quebec review of the CartaGene program, and the 
INCa (French NCI) review of genomics infrastructure proposals. He sits on 
French, African and Italian biobank advisory boards; is expert advisor to the 
University of British Columbia’s Office of Biobank Education and Research; 
senior advisor for biobanking for the Shanghai Clinical Research Center and a 
senior research fellow with the International Prevention Research Institute in 
Lyon, France. ¤

Robert J. Marcantuono, CPA

Jim B. Vaught, PhD

Jessica F. Mulholland

Three new 
members 
elected to the 
NDRI Board of 
Directors join an 
esteemed circle of 
medical, academic 
and industry 
professionals.
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Meenhard Herlyn, DVM, DSc
Chairman of the Board, NDRI
Caspar Wistar Professor for Melanoma Research
Leader, Molecular and Cellular Oncogenesis Program  
The Wistar Institute
Philadelphia, PA 

Bill Leinweber
President & CEO
National Disease Research Interchange  
Philadelphia, PA

D. Walter Cohen, DDS
Chairman Emeritus, NDRI
Chancellor Emeritus
Drexel University College of Medicine
Dean Emeritus, School of Dental Medicine
University of Pennsylvania  
Philadelphia, PA

Hal E. Broxmeyer, PhD
Chairman Emeritus, NDRI
Distinguished Professor, 
Mary Margaret Walther Professor Emeritus,
Professor of Microbiology/Immunology,
Co-Program Leader, NCI-Designated  
Indiana University  Simon Cancer Center 
Program on Hematopoiesis, Heme Malignancies,  
and Immunology
Indiana University School of Medicine  
Indianapolis, IN

Robert Marcantuono, CPA
Chair, Finance & Audit Committee, NDRI 
Vice President, Accounting
University City Science Center  
Philadelphia, PA

Jessica Mulholland
Member, Finance & Audit Committee, NDRI
Chief Financial Officer
eXude, Inc.  
Philadelphia, PA

Michael L. White
Member, Finance & Audit Committee, NDRI
President, R.B. White, Inc.  
JDRFI Board of Directors
Chair, JDRFI Research Committee
Member, JDRF Board of Chancellors 
Scottsdale, AZ

Mary J.C. Hendrix, PhD
President & Scientific Director
Stanley Manne Children’s Research Institute
Formerly, Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital  
of Chicago Research Center
Children’s Research Fund Professor
William G. Swartchild, Jr. Distinguished Research Professor
Professor, Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
Chicago, IL

Jonathan D. Moreno, PhD 
David and Lyn Silfen University Professor
Department of Medical Ethics and Health Policy 
Raymond and Ruth Perelman School of Medicine
University of Pennsylvania  
Philadelphia, PA

Howard M. Nathan 
President & CEO
Gift of Life Donor Program  
Philadelphia, PA 

Louis Philipson, MD, PhD, FACP
Professor, Departments of Medicine and Pediatrics -   
Section of Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolism
Director, Kovler Diabetes Center
President, Chicago/ Northern Illinois ADA Board  
University of Chicago  
Chicago, IL

Arthur H. Rubenstein, MBBCh
Professor of Medicine
Division of Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolism
Department of Medicine
Raymond and Ruth Perelman School of Medicine
University of Pennsylvania  
Philadelphia, PA

Jim Vaught, PhD 
President-elect, ISBER
Editor-in-Chief, Biopreservation & Biobanking 
Senior Research Fellow,   
International Prevention Research Institute, Lyon  
Kensington, MD
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“It speaks to 
the significant 
transformative 
work being 
advanced by our 
organization when 
individuals so 
highly respected 
in their fields 
commit their time 
and talents to 
the mission of 
NDRI ... to facilitate 
breakthrough 
research on both 
common and  
rare diseases.” 

BILL LEINWEBER
President & CEO, NDRI

NDRI 2015 
Board of 
Directors

http://www.ndriresource.org
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“During our time at 
NDRI we rotated 
through many of 
the departments 
and witnessed the 
immense amount 
of work every single 
employee does 
in order to keep 
serving researchers. 
NDRI has solidified 
the fact that 
teamwork is crucial 
in any field and we 
will take that with 
us as we move on in 
our schooling and 
future.” 

 JOSUE MANJARREZ 
NDRI Intern 

In its first full year, eleven students—ten from Drexel University and one from 
Arcadia University—participated in NDRI’s internship program. 

A recent expansion to the program launched in the fall of 2013 adds an even more 
diverse experience for the students. The new format offers a broader range of 
professional experience, rotating students through multiple functional areas within 
the NDRI organization: Fulfillment, Site Management, Logistics, Strategic Initiatives, 
Partnership Development and Quality Assurance. Students also participate in 
various internal meetings and attend an educational lecture series covering various 
topics from organ procurement organizations to human anatomy and physiology.  

Our internship experience gives students a hands-on professional work experience. 
NDRI is excited to announce that our program has just surpassed another key 
milestone. Charis Laude, NDRI Spring 2014 intern, recently accepted a full-time 
position with us as a Fulfillment Coordinator. She will join us in June 2015 after the 
completion of a Bachelor’s Degree from Drexel University. 

For more information or to apply, contact Thomas Bell, Director of Scientific 
Services, at tbell@ndriresource.org. ¤

NDRI internship program broadens in second year

NDRI interns from left to right: David-Luke Wetnight (Drexel), 
Josue Manjarrez (Drexel), and David Battistelli (Arcadia).

mailto:tbell@ndriresource.org


New pathology service option 
saves step and accelerates 
research for scientists

NDRI’s new pathology services option for sample validation on normal and 
diseased human biospecimens accelerates research progress by removing 
an experimental step for investigators.

Unlike in other experimental model systems, the pathological status of a 
human biospecimen is essentially unknown until it is validated. The burden 
to verify the pathology status of a given sample for grant and publication 
reviewers has traditionally fallen on the investigating laboratory building  
the hypothesis.

NDRI’s new service relieves the scientist of the validation step by offering:

¡ Pathology consultation

¡ Electronic Pathology Report (PDF)

¡ Copy of the Aperio Digital Imagine (DVD)

¡ A residual paraffin-embedded sample block ¤
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10/30/15SAVE 
THE 
DATE

NDRI’s 35th Anniversary Recognition Dinner
The Union League   |   Philadelphia

Introducing the:

For more information log on to www.ndriresource.org or email us at events@ndriresource.org.

For a pathology services application, 
contact Thomas Bell, Director, Scientific 
Services, at tbell@ndriresource.org. 

http://www.ndriresource.org
http://www.ndriresource.org
mailto:events@ndriresource.org
mailto:tbell@ndriresource.org


 

NDRI IS EXCITED ABOUT ATTENDING 
AND EXHIBITING AT 24 CONFERENCES 
THIS YEAR. The schedule is designed to 
bolster NDRI’s presence and leadership 
in two essential areas: 1) scientific 
outreach and 2) site partnership and 
regulatory development. Our research 
programs and service options will be 
highlighted at scientific conferences 
to help augment our researcher base 
and drive service growth in 2015. 
The partnership and professional 
development conferences will provide 
opportunities to build and expand 
current relationships with key industry 
leaders. NDRI will also participate in 
symposiums to promote best practices 
and develop new policies. Listed are 
events scheduled for the year. We hope 
to see you on the road!

American Heart Association/American 
Stroke Association (AHA/ASA) 
February 11 – 12   |   Nashville, TN

Society of Toxicology (SoT) 
March 22nd – 26   |   San Diego, CA

The LAM Foundation, LAMposium 
 March 26-29   |   Chicago, IL 

Orthopaedic Research Society (ORS) 
March 28 – 31   |   Las Vegas, NV

5th Annual Traumatic Brain Injury  
(TBI) Meeting 
April 15 – 16   |   Washington, DC 

American Association for Cancer 
Research (AACR) 
April 18 – 22   |   Philadelphia, PA

Mechanisms of HIV Persistence:  
Implications for a Cure,  
Keystone Symposia 
April 26 – May 1   |   Boston, MA

National Hospice and Palliative Care 
Organization 30th Management and 
Leadership Conference 
April 30 – May 2   |   National Harbor, MD

OARS World Congress on  
Osteoarthritis 
April 30 -May 3   |   Seattle, WA

Association for Research in  
Vision and Ophthalmology  
(ARVO) 
May 3 – 7   |   Denver, CO

Bio International Convention 
June 15 – 18   |  Philadelphia, PA 

Douglas T. Miller Symposium on  
Organ and Transplantation 
May 14-15   |  Wisconsin Dells, WI

Single Cell Analysis 
June 3-16   |  Cold Springs Harbor, NY

NIH Research Festival 
September 16-17   |   Bethesda, MD

Society for Neuroscience (SfN) 
October 17 – 21   |   Chicago, IL 

NIH SBIR/STTR Annual Meeting 
Fall 2015   |   TBA

SCIENTIFIC OUTREACH

SITE PARTNERSHIP AND REGULATORY DEVELOPMENT

US CAP - College of American 
Pathologists 
March 21- 27   |   Boston, MA

American Association of Tissue Banks 
(AATB) Quality & Donor Suitability 
Workshop 
April 20-22   |   Atlanta, GA

American Transplant Congress (ATC) 
May 2 – 6   |   Philadelphia, PA

International Society for Biological and 
Environmental Biorepositories (ISBER) 
May 5 – 9   |   Phoenix, AZ

Eye Bank Association of America (EBAA) 
June 3 – 6   |   Atlanta, GA

Association of Organ Procurement 
Organizations (AOPO) 
June 8 – 11   |   Phoenix, AZ

NATCO – The Organization for  
Transplant Professionals 
August 5 – 8   |   Louisville, KY

American Association of Tissue  
Banks (AATB) 
September 15 – 19   |   Scottsdale, AZ

National Association of Medical 
Examiners (NAME) 
October 2 – 6   |   Charlotte, NC

Bio Supply Management Alliance  
(BSMA)  8th Annual Conference 
October 15 – 16   |   Foster City, CA

On the move in 2015:  
NDRI Conference Calendar
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NATIONAL DISEASE RESEARCH INTERCHANGE
8 Penn Center, 1628 JFK Boulevard, 15th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA  19103
www.ndriresource.org

NDRI is the global source for human biospecimens
Customized: Project-driven service to scientists

Timely:  24/7 in-house call center

Diverse:  35 years of experience distributing nearly every human tissue and organ

Ethical:  Informed consent and regulation compliant biomaterial handling

State-of-the-Art:  Custom preservation methods and rapid delivery available

Celebrating 35 years of service to science
Thank you to all who have helped NDRI advance disease research through the procurement, 
preservation and distribution of human cells, tissues and organs since 1980. 

Watch for special 35th Anniversary activities planned throughout 2015, including presentation 
of the inaugural D. Walter Cohen, DDS, Service to Science Award at a fall gala supporting the 
mission and work of NDRI.

We want to hear from you.
Learn how you can partner with NDRI today, call us at 800-222-6374,  
visit our website at www.ndriresource.org, or email us:

General info:  info@ndriresource.org

Sources:  source@ndriresource.org

Researchers:  research@ndriresource.org

NDRI is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation and relies on support from the generosity of donors.

NDRI – Advancing medical research  
through organ and tissue donation
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